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THE MERRIMAC HEROES, WHO ARE ONCE MORE. UNDER OUR FLAG.

WATSON GETS ORDERS
TO SAIL AT ONCE.

With Big Battle Ships and Fast
Cruisers He Will Carry the
War to " to Spain.

Washmgton, July 7—Secretary Long, of the navy, cabled Commo-
dore watson, this aftérnoon, orders to detach his squadron at once
from Admiral Sampson’s fleet and proceed to the Canaries.

These islands ave to be seizedya base of supplies established and

+then Commaodore Watson is to dt*st:‘ntl upon the Spambh coast.

This order verifies the exclusiv: ir formation published in the Jour-
nal this morning that the Eastern cqust; an would sail immediately after
thie conference between Admiral Samvs and General Shafter.
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He Says Pand

SURRENDER

JF rom Prison Hobson Cheered
‘the American Charge Up
San Juan Hill.

o Is Not at San-
tiago, and That We Can
Take the City.

Would Like Nothing Better

Than to Pilot Our Fleet
Into the Harbor.

His Information Is Likely
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Cause an Immediate At-
tack/on the City.

(Copyright, 1808, by W. R. Hearat)
Special Cable to the New York Journal.

.Iura‘g'l'm, Cuba, July T.—Lieutenant Hobson and‘the seven
other Merrimac heroes are back in their places on the flagship New
York. Their exchange was effected yesterday. Theyare none the worse
for their desperate experiment and their term in Spanish prison, and
their return to the American lines was an occasion of greater enthusi-
asm than has ever been witnessed in'this-vicinity, and there has been no
lack oi cheering around Santiago either of late.

Siboney, July T7.—Lieutenant Hobson, back on His own =.'i'np,
is_full of information about Santiago. He says that while he was in
prison he was treated with respect and consideration, and by sending ior
General Linarés could always get anything he required.

From his position in the city he watched the battle of the 1sct of
July. He saw the gallant charge of the Rough Riders and the colored
[ troops. of the T¥nth Cavziry up San Juan Hill, and said to himeelf that
| none but American troops mould make such a fight,

Only 4,000 Soldiers in Santiago.

Licutenant Hobson 4s sure there are only about 4,000 sildiers in
Santiago. - They are, he says, dispirited and will be glad to guit.
Their officers, however, are bound to fight on in order to satisfy
dadrid. Hobson prophesies that a few dovs of fierce resistance 1s the
limit, even of the officers, and that they, too, will soon be willing to give
it up. '
Habson believes the American fleet can go into the harbor without
great darfrer. He instances the fact that the Merrimac ran nearly all
of the defences without injury.

Hobson Wants to Go Into the Harbor Again.

There is that in his conversation that indicates that he would rather
have an assignment to take in a battle ship than any other service that
the country could ask of him.

He believes that the time to strike a-blow is now.

Hobson and his men all say that the Spaniards are demoralized.
Their regiments were fearfully shot up in the ﬁglmnq, and would not

face another charge with the same persistence,
Mokt important of all, they say Pando has not yet arrived in San-

tiago. They agree with the prisoners and Cuban refugees that the

ADMIRAL DEWEY RECEIVES THE
'FLAG SENT HIM BY THE JOURNAL.

By Douglas White.
(Copyright, 1808, by W. R. Henrst.)
Bpecial Cable to the MNew York Journal,
On Board the Cruiser Charleston, Off Cavite, July 5, Via Hong Kong,

July 7.—The beautiful flag which the New York Journal sent to Admiral Dewey is now on the
Admiral’s flagship, the Olympia. T went on board the Olympia yesterday and presented the idmiral
with the flag. Te expressed himself as greatly pleased with the Journal's gift.

Tlhere is no prospect of any action by Americans before the next transport fleet - arrives. The
land attack by the army will be difficult. Rains have averflowed the rice fields, leaving only narrow
roads in bad condition, The insurgents have cut the water supply, but the heavy rains filled the cis-
terns and prevent a water famine.

| The insurgents are making slight gains and are taking some prisoners.

Aguinaldo new has more than seven thousand men wnder arms between Cavite and Manila,
Thousands of others are unequipped, but are anxious to fight. They positively cannot take the city
withpnt the assistance of the flept.

There was a heavy engagement north of the city the afternoon of ™Iy 3; the Spanish were re-
A small storehouse was blown up.|
Residents of*Manila still eXpe b Spamsh fleet. The Sp‘nm:ds are t;xvan'g most attention to the
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Spanish army and the civil authorities of Santiago are at outs.
Santiago Wants to Surrender.
The civil government is anxious to surrender, realizing that to ex=-
pose the city to bombardment will cause tremendous damage, and will

not change the result in any way. .
General Linares, with his reputation as a iighting officer vo sustain,

insists on defending the city to the last.
The officers of the army and the American fleet believe that the

‘nformation Hobson brings will result in a change of plan, and that
Santiago will be taken at once. .

Admiral Sampson is now conferring with the young officer, and it
would surprise nobody here if the fleet, with Hobson for pilot, charged
right into Santiago harbor to-morrow.

Both Sides Strengthen Their Positions.
The two days’ truce has been utilized by both sides to strmg-thsn
their positions.
. The Americans are ngg'mg trenches, making bomb proofs along
tlie whole line, and bringing cannon -—-frum the rear. , —y
, Eight mortars were brought up to the ﬁmlg Ime twiay Thm" _
|are sixteen till to come. :
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